Seating Arrangements, 1649

Memorandum 10 March 1649 that George Speke Esq, impropriator of the Rectory of Box, and Hugh Speke son and heir of the said George Speke, and Walter Bushnell clerk, vicar of Box aforesaid, do for themselves their heirs and assignees, covenant and agree with Charles Snell of Box aforesaid Gent, his heirs and assignees, (as well in consideration of an earhang (presumed to mean gossip) hereafter mentioned, as also for other causes them thereunto moving): 

That the said Charles Snell his heirs and assignees from the day and year above mentioned, shall and may have & possess for him, his heirs and assignees for ever to his and their proper use, a place & seat in the Chancel of this Parish Church to sit in at the time of Divine Service: which said place and seat is to be situated at the south side of the said Chancel and adjoining to the Screen. 

And also that the door of the said Chancel which is toward the south shall be unlocked (the key whereof is to be kept by the Clerk of the Parish) and to be set open against the time of Divine Service, for the more convenient ingress and regress of the said Charles Snell, his heirs and assignees into and from the said Chancel and seat. In consideration of which premises, the said Charles Snell for himself, his heirs and assignees doth covenant and agree with the said George Speke, and Hugh Speke their heirs and assignees, that the place and seat to sit in, in this Church, which, is the seat of the said Charles Snell in which he hath usually sat and is adjoining to the seat of the said George Speke shall, may & ought to be from henceforth proper and belonging to the said George Speke, and Hugh Speke their heirs and assignees to sit in or otherwise to dispose of for ever. 
In witness whereof the parties above named have hereunto set their hands the day and year above written.
George Speke, Hugh Speke, Walter Bushnell

Charles Snell

