Coaches in 1830

There are descriptions of the various coaches passing through Box in order of appearance out of London in 1830.

The Monarch

This was a night coach to Bristol, well-laden with goods as were all night coaches.

Proprietors J Niblett &Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 11 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Belle Sauvage, Ludgate Hill at 4.30pm; Chippenham 4.15am; Box 5am; Bath 6am; Bristol arrives 7.30am

Up Coach leaves Bristol, White Hart and White Lion at 5.15pm; Bath, York House, York Buildings 7.30pm; Box 8.15pm; Chippenham 9.00pm; London arrives 8.30am

General Stage Coach Company's Night Coach

This company was formed to compete with Mr Chaplin, who rescued operations of Mr Cooper's Old Company. Mr Cooper had gone bankrupt as a result of working the entire stretch of the route between London and Bristol without a single change of horses. 

Proprietors: H Dibbin & Co

Passengers: 6 inside, 12 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Gerrard's Hall, Basing Lane at 2.30pm; Chippenham 5.30am; Box 6.30am; Bath 7.30am; Bristol arrives 8.30am

Up Coach: leaves Bristol, Rummer Hotel at 1.00pm; Bath, White Lion 3.00pm; Box 4.00pm; Chippenham 5pm; London arrives 7.00am

Royal Mail

The premier coach along the road, operated by the General Post Office with limited accommodation for passengers. Contracted to Chaplin & Co. Punctuality was the order of the day with no delays at turnpike gates. The slogan was The Mail must go through.

Proprietors: Chaplin & Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 4 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Swan With Two Necks, Lad Lane at 7.30pm; Chippenham 5.15am; Box 6am; Bath 6.32am; Bristol arrives 7.45am

Up Coach through from Pembroke; Bristol departs 7.00pm; Bath, York House, York Buildings 8.15pm; Box 9pm; Chippenham 9.50pm; London arrives 7.15am

York House Coach

A fashionable day coach, the only one terminating at Bath to travel via Chippenham and Box (the White Hart coach went via Devizes).

Proprietors: W Halcomb & Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 11 outside

Down Coach: leaves London, Belle Sauvage, Ludgate Hill at 6.15am; Chippenham 3.15pm; Box 4.15pm; Bath arrives 5.15pm

Up Coach: Bath, York House, York Buildings at 6.30am; Box 7.15am; Chippenham 8.15am; London arrives 5.30pm

The Regulator

A steady day coach patronised by travellers wishing to arrive safely. Not to be confused with The Regulator night coach via Devizes.

Proprietors: Edward Sherman & Co and BW Horne & Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 11 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Bull & Mouth, St Martins-le-Grand at 6.00am; Chippenham 4.30pm; Box 5.30pm; Bath 6.30pm; Bristol arrives 7.30pm

Up Coach leaves Bristol, White Hart and White Lion at 7.00am; Bath 8.30am; Box 9.15am; Chippenham 10.15am; London arrives 8.00pm

General Stage Coach Company's Day Coach

A rival to Cooper's Old Company Day Coach (below).

Proprietors: Maria Fromont & Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 11 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Blossoms Inn, Lawrence Lane at 6.00am; Chippenham 4.45pm; Box 5.30pm; Bath 6.30pm; Bristol 7.45pm

Up Coach leaves Bristol, Rummer Hotel at 6.30am; Bath, White Lion 7.30am Box 8.30am; Chippenham 9.15am; London arrives 8.00pm

Cooper's Old Company's Day Coach

It is said that Mr Cooper went broke because he attempted to run a day coach and a night coach (via Devizes) all by himself without a change of horses over the entire length. The line was rescued by Mr Chaplin, the mail contractor, whose first action was to introduce stages, presumably the same stopping points as used for his mail coaches. 

Proprietors: Chaplin & Co

Passengers: 4 inside, 11 outside

Down Coach leaves London, Swan with Two Necks, Lad Lane at 7.00am; Chippenham 7.00pm; Box 8.00pm; Bath 8.45pm; Bristol 10.00pm

Up Coach leaves Bristol, Cooper's Office, 6 High Street at 7.45am; Bath, Christopher, Market Place 9.00am; Box 10am: Chippenham 11.00am; London arrives 8.45pm

There were two other coaches working through Box, one to Oxford and a local service:

The York House to Oxford 

The York House to Oxford left Bath, York House, York Buildings at 8.45am; Box 9.45am; Chippenham 10.30am

The Self-Defence

The Accommodation coach came in from Chippenham during the morning and left Bath, Greyhound, Market Place at 5pm; passing Box 6.00pm, arriving Chippenham 7.00pm 

The other coaches between London and Bath / Bristol going via Devizes and Melksham (not Box) were The White Hart, The Emerald (day coaches), The Royal Age, a second service by Cooper's Old Company Night Coach, the Regulator and the Devonport Royal Mail (night coach). Also The Star day coach to Reading.

Timetables

Coaches Passing Through Box Daily
am
Service

Route

5.00
Monarch
London - Bristol

6.30
General
London - Bristol

7.00
Royal Mail
London - Pembroke

7.15
York House
Bath - London

8.30
General
Bristol - London

9.15
Regulator
Bristol - London

9.45
York House
Bath - Oxford

10.00
Cooper's
Bristol - London

pm
Service

Route

4.00
General 
Bristol - London

4.15
York House
Bath - London

5.30
Regulator
London - Bristol

6.00
General
London - Bristol

6.00
Self-Defence
Bath - Chippenham

7.00
Cooper's
London - Bristol

8.15
Monarch
Bristol - London

9.00
Royal Mail
Pembroke - London

It is not known at what time the remaining two coaches passed through Box, The Self-Defence on the Chippenham - Bath route; and The York House on the Oxford - Bath route.

Recorded Mileages

Via Box

0
London

8
Brentford

10
Hounslow

18
Colnbrook

21
Slough

26
Maidenhead

39
Reading

56
Speenhamland (Newbury)

64
Hungerford

75
Marlborough

88
Calne

93
Chippenham

100
Box

110
Bath

117
Keynsham

123
Bristol

Via Melksham

0
London

8
Brentford

10
Hounslow

18
Colnbrook

21
Slough

26
Maidenhead

39
Reading

56
Speenhamland (Newbury)

64
Hungerford

75
Marlborough

89
Devizes

97
Melksham
107
Bath

114
Keynsham

120
Bristol
� Research by unknown Box person





